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a labourer to receive a low wage, or a peasant to suffer
from tuberculosis is, on the other hand, at most a pity.
Similarly righteousness is negative. The liberal moral code,
in so far as it is specific, is, like the bourgeois legal code, a
list of the things which one must not do. The righteous
man is thought of as one who keeps from committing adul-
tery, who does not tell lies, who avoids cheating in business,
etc. At the most generous, a supererogatory righteousness
relieves suffering and misfortune ; but it does not obviate
it. There is nothing creative about goodness ; and as long.
as one leaves things as they are, there is no sin.
This conservatism reappears in the notion of religion
serving in society as an * inner check \ Rather than paying
attention to man's noble impulses and good potentialities,
which religion should encourage and develop, all the em-
phasis is laid on his evil passions, which religion must re-
strain. The state law is not quite adequate for this pur-
pose, for it can sometimes be evaded ; without the inner
check of religion, man would commit all the atrocities that
he could get away with. As an explicitly anti-socialist
writer puts it, it is " inevitable " without a belief in God and
in the retribution of evil deeds " that bestial passions should
overpower the human nature- "7S. This is the constant creed
of those who fear that without a strong check (in addition
to the law and police force), the lower classes will over-
power the state. " Religion is a check on humanity ; this is
the chief value of religion.1176.
Religion was made to serve this purpose also in a feudal
society. Moreover, at the end of the feudal era, when that
society was about to be replaced by a newer, bourgeois,
form, the champions of the old order saw this conservative
function of religion as its chief function. A fundamental
difference of approach between the two ideologies, how-
ever, is instructive ; it shows how much progress has been
made towards a completely * this-worldly' attitude. For
in feudal society, a man must be good in this life in order
to please God and to go to Heaven in the next. In liberal
terms, on the other hand, a man must believe in God and in